DISGRACE   ABOUNDING
alone, secure an agreement of which we can believe, on solid and
substantial grounds, that it will make a radical change in securing
peaceful relations in Europe.'
Still that mirage!
You can return the German colonies, unconditionally. How
on Saturn can you, by returning them, make certain that you
can avoid a war on which your resources will not permit you to
enter? If Hitler knows that you are not equal to making war,
why should he give you the certainty that you will be spared it?
He would only do that if he knew that you were strong. As to
'assurances', 'solid and substantial grounds', cradical changes in
securing peaceful relations in Europe', it is almost past belief
that these phrases should still be current coin in political discussion.
In my view, you will return those colonies unconditionally,
without any cettainty that this will save you a war, without any
'assurance' that it will give peaceful relations in Europe.
I imagine that when this question of the colonies becomes
acute it will develop approximately in this manner. The propa-
gandist campaign will be released, the first rumblings of the
distant thunder will disturb your tranquillity, it will swell to its
tempestuous climax. Suddenly, Germany will not be able to
exist a moment longer without colonies, no German will be able
to sleep at night for thinking of the intolerable injustice that was
done to Germany when they were taken from her.
In England a great outburst of public resentment will follow,
and men will say, 'We've had enough of this, let's stop this guy,
we'll fight'. At the peak of the crisis, when you are all keyed up
to fight and nevertheless dreading war, a still, small voice, probably
in a newspaper, will venture a gentle suggestion: 'After all, is it
worth the lives of millions of men? Why not give the colonies
back to Germany, whose Ftihrer, who means what he says, has
solemnly assured us that after this Germany will have no further
claims of any kind, anywhere, anytime, anyhow, anyway, if we
can in return have some binding pledge —say the return of
Germany to the league of Notions, a pact of mutual admiration,
and the limitation of armadillos under international control?'

